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The participation of three members of the RUME project at this meeting was the organization of a roundtable discussion on "Microfinance and Employment", which took place on the 25th. Given the large number of participants who responded to the invitation, two sessions were held and in the next paragraphs, briefly, we will present the issues which were analyzed by  the participants. 

In the first roundtable were Annabelle Sulmont, María Eugenia Santana, Magdalena Villarreal and Gerardo Rodríguez. In the second one were Gabriela Guzmán, Ana Sofía Torres and Lourdes Angulo.

Annabelle Sulmont. Her presentation entitled "Financing of local employment and remittances: the changes caused by the current economic crisis," is an analysis of the specific ways in which remittances are inserted into productive and financial local dynamics where high rates of migration exist. One impact of these financial flows is that remittances have replaced the productive credit, therefore, in the economic crisis, declining remittances has led to further distortions and short-term negative impact on financial practices and financing of local employment. This study was carried out in Oaxaca and Guerrero, México.

María Eugenia Santana. In her paper entitled "Financial practices of indigenous women of highland Chiapas", she argues about the various financial practices that take place among indigenous artisans, in order to understand the social mechanisms that come into play and clarify the frameworks of calculation by which they attribute value to natural and commercial resources. These practices include other resource evaluation mechanisms that have nothing to do with their prices in the markets.

Magdalena Villarreal y Gerardo Rodriguez. During their presentation entitled "Juggling and maneuvers in the financial practices of rural families", the authors analyze the ways in which families of a rural community make their ends meet through a series of maneuvers and use  different financial services, emphasizing the decisions, calculations and perceptions that come into play in these processes and the use made of financial services, which has important implications both for their economy and their social relations.

Ana Sofía Torres. Her work deals with Microfinances, regulations and human rights where she discusses the role that Financial Institutions could play in México in order to implement the commitments taken on by states with regards to human rights. This could give a new meaning to the role of microfinance in development.

Gabriela Guzmán talked about learning and strategies of the members of COMUCAFI (savings and credit cooperative) for the formation of small businesses". She analyses the various strategies adopted to overcome family, economic, cultural and social difficulties in order to achieve their goals. The research was conducted in the central coffee zone of Veracruz.

Lourdes del C. Angulo Salazar. Her presentation entitled "The value of labor and goods produced by women," was about experiences of groups of women producers of cotton clothing in the municipality of Puerto Vallarta, Jalisco, whose micro enterprises were supported by the government microcredit program SIFRA. She analyzes the ways in which women attribute value to their work and their goods and the vicissitudes they face in placing their products on the market. She proposes that to assign value to their products involves economic as well as less tangible codes of value such as knowledge, resourcefulness, creativity, experience and aspirations.

